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Tracking Your Thinking Over the Course of a Book: Fish in a Tree, by Lynda Mullaly Hunt  
 

Advanced Example 
 

Chapter Text Evidence Thinking 
Chapter 1  
 

I can’t think of anything worse than having to 
describe myself. I’d rather write about 
something more positive. Like throwing up at 
your own birthday party. P. 22 
 

I can tell that the narrator does not have 
very much self-confidence. The way she says 
that writing about throwing up at your own 
birthday party would be more positive than 
describing herself is sarcastic. This narrator 
reminds me of characters in other stories 
who lack confidence, such as the narrator in 
Eleven, by Sandra Cisneros, and Margot in 
Ray Bradbury’s All Summer in a Day. 
Truthfully, the self-hating female 
protagonist is getting kind of old. But still, I 
wonder what has happened to her that 
makes her feel so negative about herself. 
 

Chapter 1 
 

Seven schools in seven years and they’re all the 
same. Whenever I do my best, they tell me I 
don’t try hard enough. Too messy. Careless 
spelling. Annoyed that the same word is spelled 
different ways on the same page. And the 
headaches. I always get headaches from looking 
at the brightness of dark letters on white pages 
for too long. P. 23 
 
 

This passage stood out to me because when 
she described these issues, I immediately 
knew that she has dyslexia. My sister has 
dyslexia, and she experiences all of these 
things. In the story, it appears that no one 
knows the narrator has dyslexia – including 
the narrator herself. So they’re all treating 
her like she’s lazy or dumb, and that’s 
exactly how she feels. 
How can no one know that she has dyslexia? 
It’s a pretty common thing, and teachers 
know what to look for, and they know how 
to help kids who have it. This is the main 
conflict of the story so far: The narrator 
does not understand her disability and 
refuses to talk to anyone about it. 
 

Chapter 2 She has that wrong. I need attention like a fish 
needs a snorkel. P. 36 

I thought this simile was funny. The 
narrator’s voice is sarcastic and funny. In 
this simile, she is saying that the last thing 
she needs is more attention! And the 
funniest part is that right after this, she 
realizes the mistake that she made: She 
gave her pregnant teacher a sympathy card 
(the kind you give to people for funerals or 
deaths in the family), only she didn’t know 
that because she can’t read well.  All she 
saw were pretty yellow flowers on the card 
and thought it would be perfect for her 
teacher. This scene is a great analogy for the 
narrator’s life – just a huge, embarrassing 
misunderstanding. 
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Chapter 2 But there are piles of reasons I can’t tell the 
absolute truth. Not to her. Not to anyone. No 
matter how many times I have prayed and 
worked and hoped, reading for me is still like 
trying to make sense of a can of alphabet soup 
that’s been dumped on a plate. I just don’t know 
how other people do it. P. 39 
  

At this point, as I read, I’m shouting at the 
narrator, “Just tell somebody!!!!” If she 
would just tell her mom or her teacher, they 
would be able to help her! But then, I guess 
the book would be over. Like in a terribly 
made horror movie, the characters can’t do 
the sensible thing because that would ruin 
the whole plot. 
 
I really like the way the author uses this 
analogy of the can of alphabet soup. I can 
picture a can of alphabet soup being 
dumped on a plate and trying to read it or 
make sense of it, and it is impossible. It 
helps me understand how the narrator 
feels. Because even though my sister has 
dyslexia, I’ve never really been able to 
understand it or how it feels to have it. 
 

Chapter 3 I wish I had my Sketchbook of Impossible Things. 
It’s the only thing that makes me feel like I’m 
not a waste of space. P. 41 
 

The idea of a Sketchbook of Impossible 
Things is interesting to me and makes me 
want to get a composition book and start 
my own Sketchbook of Impossible Things. 
For the narrator, her sketchbook is one 
thing that makes her happy and lets her 
escape from all the negativity in her mind. I 
was going to say all the negativity in her life 
– but the truth is, it is mostly just in her 
mind. Some kids are mean to her, and there 
is external conflict in the book, but most of 
her conflict is internal because she feels so 
bad about herself. It’s a kick in the gut when 
she says she feels like a waste of space. I 
feel so bad for her. 
 

Chapter 3 I sit silent. “It’s up to you.” It’s not up to me. It’s 
never been up to me. Mrs. Silver’s talking is like 
background noise. Like the radio in the car. P. 42 

I like this part because “Never Up to Me” is 
the title of the chapter, and this part 
explains why. The narrator feels so out of 
control of her life, and even though all the 
adults always say the same thing about 
making good choices, for Ally, she doesn’t 
see that she has any choices. 
 
Also, there’s another simile (there’s one on 
almost every page), and this one all kids can 
relate to. It’s like the grown-up voices in 
Charlie Brown cartoons (“Bwah wah wah 
wah wah wah”). Most of the time, you tune 
it out because it keeps repeating the same 
thing but simply doesn’t understand you. 
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Proficient Example 
 

Chapter Text Evidence Thinking 
Chapter 1 Seven schools in seven years and they’re all the 

same. Whenever I do my best, they tell me I 
don’t try hard enough. Too messy. Careless 
spelling. Annoyed that the same word is spelled 
different ways on the same page. And the 
headaches. I always get headaches from looking 
at the brightness of dark letters on white pages 
for too long. P. 23 
 
 

This passage stood out to me because when 
she described these issues, I immediately 
knew that she has dyslexia. My sister has 
dyslexia, and she experiences all of these 
things. In the story, it appears that no one 
knows the narrator has dyslexia – including 
the narrator herself.  
 
How can no one know that she has dyslexia?  

Chapter 2 She has that wrong. I need attention like a fish 
needs a snorkel. P. 36 

I thought this simile was funny. The 
narrator’s voice is sarcastic and funny. In 
this simile, she is saying that the last thing 
she needs is more attention! And the 
funniest part is that right after this, she 
realizes the mistake that she made: She 
gave her pregnant teacher a sympathy card 
(the kind you give to people for funerals or 
deaths in the family), only she didn’t know 
that because she can’t read well.  

Chapter 2 But there are piles of reasons I can’t tell the 
absolute truth. Not to her. Not to anyone. No 
matter how many times I have prayed and 
worked and hoped, reading for me is still like 
trying to make sense of a can of alphabet soup 
that’s been dumped on a plate. I just don’t know 
how other people do it. P. 39 
  

At this point, as I read, I’m shouting at the 
narrator, “Just tell somebody!!!!” If she 
would just tell her mom or her teacher, they 
would be able to help her!  
 
I really like the way the author uses this 
analogy of the can of alphabet soup. It helps 
me understand how the narrator feels. 
Because even though my sister has dyslexia, 
I’ve never really been able to understand it 
or how it feels to have it. 
 

Chapter 3 I wish I had my Sketchbook of Impossible Things. 
It’s the only thing that makes me feel like I’m 
not a waste of space. P. 41 
 

The idea of a Sketchbook of Impossible 
Things is interesting to me and makes me 
want to get a composition book and start 
my own Sketchbook of Impossible Things. 
For the narrator, her sketchbook is one 
thing that makes her happy and lets her 
escape from all the negativity in her mind.  
I feel so bad for her. 
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Adequate Example 
 

Chapter Text Evidence Thinking 
Chapter 1 Seven schools in seven years and they’re all the 

same. Whenever I do my best, they tell me I 
don’t try hard enough. Too messy. Careless 
spelling. Annoyed that the same word is spelled 
different ways on the same page. And the 
headaches. I always get headaches from looking 
at the brightness of dark letters on white pages 
for too long. P. 23 
 
 

This passage stood out to me because when 
she described these issues, I immediately 
knew that she has dyslexia because my 
sister has dyslexia.  
 
How can no one know that she has dyslexia?  

Chapter 2 She has that wrong. I need attention like a fish 
needs a snorkel. P. 36 

I thought this simile was funny. In this 
simile, she is saying that the last thing she 
needs is more attention, because fish don’t 
need snorkels. 
  

Chapter 3 I wish I had my Sketchbook of Impossible Things. 
It’s the only thing that makes me feel like I’m 
not a waste of space. P. 41 
 

The idea of a Sketchbook of Impossible 
Things is interesting to me and makes me 
want to get a composition book and start 
my own Sketchbook of Impossible Things. 
For the narrator, her sketchbook is one 
thing in life that makes her happy. 
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Inadequate Example 
 

Chapter Text Evidence Thinking 
Chapter 1 Seven schools in seven years and they’re all the 

same. Whenever I do my best, they tell me I 
don’t try hard enough. Too messy. Careless 
spelling. Annoyed that the same word is spelled 
different ways on the same page. And the 
headaches. I always get headaches from looking 
at the brightness of dark letters on white pages 
for too long. P. 23 
 
 

This passage stood out to me because when 
she described these issues, I immediately 
knew that she has dyslexia because my 
sister has dyslexia.  
 
 

Chapter 2 She has that wrong. I need attention like a fish 
needs a snorkel. P. 36 

I thought this simile was funny. 
 
  

Chapter 3 I wish I had my Sketchbook of Impossible Things. 
It’s the only thing that makes me feel like I’m 
not a waste of space. P. 41 
 

For the narrator, her sketchbook is one 
thing in life that makes her happy. 
 

 

 


